26.11.2020 “НА ВОКЗАЛЕ”
Прочитайте и переведите текст « At the Railway Station». Ответьте на вопросы.
TEXT 1 
At the Railway Station
It's common knowledge that nowadays people travel a lot. They travel on business and for pleasure, about the country and abroad. Those who wish to travel have at their disposal various means of transport: express trains and big ships, cars and jet airliners.
Although we all agree that the future belongs to the air transport, the railway is still one of the most popular means of communication. Of course, if people are short of time and have to travel a long distance they usually travel by air. But if they have time they prefer to go by train.
With a train you have speed, comfort and pleasure combined. From the comfortable corner seat of a carriage you have a splendid view of the country-side. If you are hungry you can have a meal in the dining-car and if the journey is long you can have a comfortable bed in a sleeper.
A big railway station is a very busy place. Let's imagine that we are in one of them.
There are a lot of platforms at which trains come in and go out. A train is standing at one of the platforms ready to leave. The porters are very busy carrying luggage to the train or pushing it on their trucks. On another platform the train has just come in. Some passengers are getting out, others are getting in. Those who haven't got their tickets in advance are waiting in queues at the booking-office. At the bookstalls people are choosing books, magazines and newspapers for the journey. There are a lot of notices in a big railway station. You may see ENTRANCE and EXIT. There is also a WAITING-ROOM where you can relax until it is time to board your train. If you are hungry or thirsty you'll go to the REFRESHMENT ROOM.
If you don't know the number of the platform from which your train leaves, look for the notices ARRIVALS and DEPARTURES. They will tell you the number of the platform.
When you arrive in a large town you may leave your heavy luggage at the station. In this case you will look for the CLOAK ROOM or LEFT LUGGAGE OFFICE.
You will also see the notice BOOKING OFFICE. This is where you buy your ticket. If you don't know the time or the platform your train leaves from you'll go to the INQUIRY OFFICE or the INFORMATION BUREAU.
I. Ответьте на вопросы по тексту
1. Why do people travel a lot nowadays?
2. Which is the most popular means of communication? Why?
3. How can you describe a big railway station?
4. Where can passengers wait for the train?
5. Where can passengers buy tickets?
6. Where can passengers get information about the time and the platform the train leaves?
7. Where can passengers leave their heavy luggage?
Descriptive ideas
What does the most comfortable and appealing railway station look like?
Which additional modern facilities should railway stations contain in order to be up to standard / to meet European standards?
Which the worst train can you imagine? Describe in detail all the conditions of this journey.
What will the trains look like in the future? Give a detailed characteristic of comfort and convenience, speed etc.
ДОМАШНЕЕ ЗАДАНИЕ (ВЫПОЛНИТЬ К 03.12.2020):
ПИСЬМЕННО ПЕРЕВЕСТИ ТЕКСТ НА РУССКИЙ ЯЗЫК:
Nowadays people have various means of transport at their disposal. But when I really desire to enjoy my travelling to the point of destination I always choose train. In my opinion, train is the most comfortable mean of transport among all the others. Although planes are faster and some people confirm they are more convenient, however, the railway is still one of the most popular means of travel. First of all, the railway tickets are cheaper. In addition to this there are people who don't like flying and enjoy travelling by train more than by plane.
When I arrive at a railway station, I look for departures and arrivals boards to choose the train with a certain direction and convenient departure time. The second step is buying a ticket. I usually book it in advance but if I haven't bought it earlier I wait in a queue at the booking-office. I buy a single ticket with a place in the third compartment. To avoid long queues you may also buy ticket at the automated ticket machines which some railway stations contain. Although on some lines tickets are sold on board of the train.
When I have enough time before the departure of the train or when I just plan a short stopover I have a great opportunity to go on a short trip around the city. In such a case I should look for luggage locker to deposit my heavy suitcases in a safe and secure place. Sometimes I pay for porters to carry over my baggage to the luggage locker. But when I am not in mood for sightseeing I just stay at the railway station.
Many railway stations include a shop or convenience store and larger stations usually have restaurant facilities. So I can easily spend a couple of hours in a restaurant or fast-food. After that I can choose books, magazines and newspapers for the journey at the bookstall. Except these facilities railway stations include waiting rooms where you can relax until it is time to board your train. I dislike staying in the waiting rooms as it's always so boring. To spend a few hours in the waiting room you need a train ticket, in other cases you have to pay for entrance to the waiting room.
If I don't know the time or the platform my train leaves from I'll go to the inquiry office or the information bureau. If you've lost something you need to find lost property office. A lost and found or lost property is an office where people can go to retrieve lost articles that may have been found by others. If you find anything, if it is a small item like glasses or umbrella, you can take them to the lost property office, too. If it is big, something like a parcel or a suitcase, report it to the police office.
When it's time to board the train I go to the platform where my train is standing ready to leave. There are lots of people on the platforms. Some passengers are getting out, others are getting in. I board my train and enjoy travelling to the point of destination.
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